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THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION,
OR THE

PRESERVATION OF FAVOURED RACES IN THE STRUGGLE
= FOR LIFE.

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A.,
W OF THE ROYAL, G EAN, ETC., §

LONDON:
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.
1859.
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M S ERWRXXWT " Mr. Darwin
abhors mere speculations as nature
abhors a vacuum. He is as greedy of
cases and precedents as any
constitutional lawyer, and all the
principles he lays down are capable
of being brought to the test of
observation and experiment. The
path he bids us follow professes to
be, not a mere airy track, fabricated
of ideal cobwebs, but a solid and

broad bridge of facts.

menti

If it be so, it will carry us safely over
many a chasm in our knowledge,
and lead us to a region free from the
snares of those fascinating but
barren Virgins, the Final Causes,
against whom a high authority has
so justly warned us. My sons, dig in
the vineyard, were the last words of
the old man in the fable: and,
though the sons found no treasure,
they made their fortunes by the

grapes.”
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